WALK 6 – 4 miles - Bovingdon - Holly Hedges Lane - Flaunden - Middle Lane - Bovingdon
This is a walk of about 4 miles taking you to Flaunden and back over the field paths and some of the few remaining country lanes un-spoilt by motor traffic. It would be ideal for a warm sunny day, as there are plenty of shady sections and the opportunity to pause for lunch and/or refreshments at one of the pubs in Flaunden.
Leave Bovingdon along Chipperfield Road and turn right at the footpath sign after 200 yards into the Austins Mead estate. You may notice that on the signpost there is also a Hertfordshire Way sign. The next two miles of this walk follow the route of the Hertfordshire Way, a 160 mile circular route round the county. This was signposted last year, and a guidebook published which is available from local bookshops.
The footpath starts between two houses at the far end of Austins Mead, following the right hand hedge of the first field. It then crosses the next field diagonally to a stile. At this point take the path to the left. Follow this path, keeping straight on where it intersects another path, until you reach Flaunden Lane. Continue along Holly Hedges Lane opposite. Ignore the footpath which crosses the lane with metal farm gates on each side of the lane and follow the lane for a short distance further then turn right at the next footpath sign. You are leaving the 20th Century Hertfordshire Way at this point and may well be stepping back into Roman times!
Follow the path through the wood, at first alongside a field, then later deeper into the wood. Along this section there is a low mound on the left following the line of the path for some way. The Bovingdon History Group investigated this and found that the width and shape of the mound corresponded to the dimensions of a section of Roman road. Further traces were found between Flaunden and Latimer, so there may well have been a minor Roman road from the direction of St Albans passing through Flaunden and on to the Roman villa near Latimer.
On leaving the wood, carry straight on up the lane leading to the centre of Flaunden village. Continue towards the church and follow the road round the corner to the right. At the next corner, where the road turns left, go straight ahead on the bridleway . This descends gently to Hogpits Bottom. Turn left along the lane for 100 yards, then right at the footpath sign. The horses in the field on your left will probably wander up in a friendly manner, but you are protected by a fence if you feel nervous! The footpath ends at Venus Hill, where you should turn left then almost immediately right into Middle Lane which will bring you back to Bovingdon Green, and then by Green Lane to the centre of Bovingdon.
