WALK 5 – 3 or 5 miles - Whelpley Hill - Bourne Gutter - Whelpley Hill
Some years ago when the County boundary was changed, Bovingdon gained a considerable area of land, including some very attractive footpaths and bridleways, from Ashley Green. Autumn is probably the best time to explore this area, when the leaves are changing colour and the contours of the hills are revealed after the crops are harvested.   Here is a walk of about 3 miles in that area.
From Whelpley Hill, follow the lane passing the caravan park on your left then Spencers Farm on your right a little further on. Continue along the lane to the point where it turns sharply left and a bridleway goes straight ahead. Follow the bridleway across the open fields, with extensive views opening up on either side. After crossing this high ground, the bridleway bears left and begins the long gentle descent through The Larches, a very attractive woodland path, to the valley of Bourne Gutter, which is now a dry valley running down to Bourne End. As you may know, a bourne is a stream which runs dry in the summer. Unfortunately the high demand for water in Hertfordshire results in many bournes being dry all the year round. On meeting the lane, turn left then immediately right, past Bottom Farm, following a bridleway down Bourne Gutter with a fence on your right. A path comes down the hill on your left and meets the bridleway at a gate in the fence on your right. Go through the gate into a meadow and turn left. Bear diagonally across the meadow then follow the right hand hedge to a gate at the top of the meadow leading onto the access road for Lower Farm. Turn right, past the farm passing through a series of meadows in a secluded valley, with Great Wood on your left and a spur of high ground on your right After the gate at the end of the top meadow, the bridleway climbs rather more steeply and crosses open ground before entering the final section with the hedgerows on either side almost forming a tunnel as far as Spencers Farm. Turn left along the lane to return to Whelpley Hill.
If you are a keen walker you could extend this walk to 5 miles by starting from the Halfway House then up Newhouse Road and right onto the footpath which takes you across the airfield to Whelpley Hill (you need to turn left at the footpath junction at the corner of the prison grounds, then bear left through the market stalls then cross the main runway to a stile. Continue along the minor runway and take the right hand path at the end, which brings you out in Whelpley Hill.). Return from Whelpley Hill by the same route.

A further variation on the longer route would be to follow the outward route as far as Lower Farm, then turn left for 100 yards or so then take the footpath on the right. This climbs through fields and meadows to Bourne End Lane, where you turn right, passing the airfield reservoir, then over a stile to join the path round the perimeter of the airfield back to Bovingdon.
