WALK 4 – 2 miles - Box Lane - Little Hay Golf Course - Westbrook Hay - Box Lane
This is a very easy short walk of about two miles. It is practically level throughout, combining paths across the Little Hay golf course with paths on Boxmoor Trust land around Westbrook Hay.
From Bovingdon, the starting point is on the left of Box Lane, about 100 yards past the entrance to Little Hay Golf Course. This point is the start of two paths through woodland, which start in parallel and then diverge after a few yards.
Take the left-hand path, which emerges from the wood and joins the roadway past the clubhouse, with extensive views across the golf course. Follow the roadway past the driving range and round a building on the right, where the path leaves the roadway and follows the high ground, with the golf course falling away on the left. There is an attractive view towards Berkhamsted along this stretch but there may be a chill northerly breeze which will not tempt you to linger! At the end of the golf course a bridleway comes up the hill on your left. At this point carry straight on, onto the Boxmoor Trust land which was acquired when the bypass was built. The field on the left at this point looks entirely natural, with rounded contours gently descending into the valley. It is in fact a huge mound of spoil from the bypass which has been very successfully restored under the management of the Trust.
Follow the bridleway, with the hedgerow of Westbrook Hay School on your right. After crossing the school drive, a further few yards brings you to a seat which commemorates the 400-year anniversary of Boxmoor Trust in 1994. The bridleway continues, turning gently right, across meadowland where you are free to wander before entering Ramacre Wood and returning to your starting point If you feel a little more energetic, this walk can be extended by a mile or so. Starting from the same point, walk back along the Box Lane footpath to the entrance to Little Hay golf course. A bridleway starts on the left of the entrance and follows the edge of the golf course to Bourne End Lane. Turn right along Bourne End Lane, dropping down through the trees to the entrance to Hanging Wood on your right. Follow the bridleway for about 100 yards, then fork right onto a footpath which climbs steeply through the wood and rejoins the original route near the driving range.
