WALK 3 – 3 miles - Bury Farm - Austins Mead - Water Lane - Bovingdon Green
Here is a walk for a spring evening which is about 3 miles in length and that gives you the opportunity to call at a pub on the way home.
Start in the High St and walk up Church Lane to the Lych Gate of the Church. If you are coming by car you can leave your car here. Walk past the Lych Gate and round the corner, following the wall of the churchyard. On the left you pass the entrance to Stoney Lane (marked 'Unsuitable for Vehicles'). This used to be the main thoroughfare to and from Hemel Hempstead in the days before the motor car. The story has it that in the days when Bovingdon and Boxmoor shared a vicar, the church warden used to keep watch out from the church tower and when he saw the vicar riding up Stoney Lane he would climb down and start to toll the church bell to summon the congregation.
At the end of the churchyard wall you will see, on the left, Bury Farm and straight ahead a gap in the hedge marked by a Footpath sign. Take this path, over two stiles and across a field to another stile. The footpath crosses the next field diagonally to another sign which points to paths in three directions. At this junction you are on another of the ancient paths which, in the days before the car and tarmac roads, was used by villagers walking to Boxmoor. Do not climb the style but turn right and follow the path beside the hedge, subsequently passing between the houses and coming out onto Chipperfield Road.
Opposite you and slightly to the right, on the other side of the road, you will see a Footpath sign pointing to Bovingdon Green. Follow this sign through Austins Mead and after a short distance you will notice a path passing between two houses and leading into a field. After crossing two stiles head diagonally across a field where, in the corner, arrows give you a choice of two directions. If you want to take a short cut you can go straight on and the path will bring you out on Bovingdon Green, with the Royal Oak a few yards away on your left. However, if you wish to follow the full walk you will turn left.
You are now in open country and after walking through three fields you reach cross-roads of paths. Your direction is to the right so climb the stile and follow the footpath until you come out in Water Lane. Here you must turn right and walk down the lane to the Royal Oak and Bovingdon Green, passing a number of interesting houses on the way which date from the 18th and 19th centuries. At one time this whole area was heavily wooded. The triangular area which is now the Green was one of the first areas to be cleared and a number of settlements in the area gradually developed into the southern part of Bovingdon.
Red Lion Cottage, which faces the cricket pitch, dates from the 17th century and was originally an ale house with a greengrocers shop at one end.
You may wish to linger to watch a cricket match on the Green. Afterwards follow Green Lane back to junction with Chipperfield Road. If you have left your car by the Church Lych Gate, cross the road into Church Lane the after 50 yards turn left onto the footpath across the churchyard which brings you to the Lych Gate.
