WALK 2 – 2 miles - Stoney Lane - Bury Wood - field paths back to Bovingdon
A popular walk of about 2 miles, contrasting the quiet seclusion and high hedges of Stoney Lane on the outward route with the open vistas across the fields as you return.
From the High Street a short walk up Church Lane (next to the bowling green) leads you, on the right, to the Lych Gate of the Church and straight ahead and then slightly to the left, to the start of Stoney Lane which you must now take. Bovingdon Church was built in the 14th century but now only the original tower remains, the rest of the Church having been rebuilt in 1846.
Stoney Lane used to be one of the main routes to Hemel Hempstead; it had been roughly surfaced (hence its name) and was wide enough to take horse-drawn traffic. The lane continues between high hedges, passing the end of Bushfield Road after about half a mile. Beyond that point, the view to the left of the lane begins to open out over a meadow, with the wooded slope of Ramacre Wood beyond. Opposite Rainhill Springs (a white house on the right) you will notice a footpath sign pointing across the meadow on the left. However, keep straight on; you will find that the last 200 yards of the lane have a normal road surface as the lane begins to descend and then turns sharply left.
At this point you will see Bury Wood before you. The wood is owned by Dacorum Council and you may roam in it as you wish. In the spring-time it is a mass of bluebells. The route is sharp right on entering the wood, following the garden boundary of the house on the right.
A gentle climb for about 100 yards through the wood brings you to a path skirting the edge of a large open field. This is the footpath from Felden to Bovingdon. Turn right along this footpath, over a stile into a short fenced section beside a paddock, then into a very large field which rolls on most of the way back to Bovingdon. As the path drops gently, pause to admire the view to the left. The ground falls away into a typical Chiltern dry valley, a patchwork of fields and copses, with not a house or car in sight. A little further on, as the path begins to climb again, you pass Homefield Spring Wood on your right. In the wood you will see (as you will see in many woods in this area) a large pit which marks the place from which the farmer, in the days before chemical fertilizers, used to dig out lime to spread on his fields.
At the end of the field there is a stile and a choice of three directions. Climb the stile then take the right hand path diagonally across the next field to another stile. The path continues across a further field to emerge in Church Street, next to the entrance to Bury Farm.
